Garden Directors Reunion 13,0ct.,2010

(BURI 2010. 12. 25)

Garden Directors

REUNION

The Japanese Garden Society of Oregon,USA
2010.10.13

What I am thinking about.
(EREN)

Takao Donuma,PhD.



Garden Directors Reunion 13,0ct.,2010

Portland Japanese Garden Portland OR,USA

In 1960, fifteen years after the end of WWII, there were talks among Japanese Americans
and the local citizen to build a Japanese Garden as a good will place in Portland, Oregon.

In 1963, the Oregon Japanese garden association has been officially set up, and professor
Takuma Tono (graduate of Landscape Design Department of Cornell University) was chosen as
a designer.

Washington Park is situated about 1 km away from
downtown Portland, there is the Japanese garden inside of
the park. It’s a large-style garden with the area of 2.2 ha
(5.5 acre). The Japanese garden is the combination of five

styles of gardens from different historical period in Japan
,and it has been constructed to fit the topography of the area.

There has been a system called “director system “,and

it has been devised for the construction of this gardens.
This is a system that is unique to this Japanese garden in Portland ,and it one of the
characteristics which differentiates the gardens from other Japanese gardens all around the
world.

“Japanese Gardens created by the hand of Japanese...” This strong will by pro Japanese locals
led to an invention of the system, and young Japanese directors were sent from Japan every
three years.

As a result of practicing this system from the beginning of the construction to the
completion of the project in 1991, a high quality Japanese Garden has been built. It also served
as an opportunity to pass on the pruning technique directly to local staff. As well as the
traditional gardening technique, there were induction of non conventional tree types, modern
design ,and latest technique in many places while building the garden. This helped to establish
the Japanese gardening culture in Portland. At the Japanese Garden, many cultural related
events such as tea ceremony is being held by the locals throughout the year.

Japanese Garden Tour held by the local volunteers is very popular among the visitors, too.
There are tours for adults, elementary kids, and junior high school students for the purpose of
historical and cultural education. Series of training seminar are being carried out for the tour
guides by professional instructors.

Always well kept, refreshing and brisk, a day of the garden begins with cleaning at 6 am.
Before it opens for visitors at 10am, the gardens are watered every day. This gardens serving as
hub of Japanese culture and created in the land of foreign country are amicably called “The

Japanese Garden” by the locals.
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What role can Japanese Garden play for now?

Japanese Garden

There are a large number of beautiful Japanese gardens still existing in Japan. Owners
and gardeners of these gardens oftentimes brought their philosophy into the gardens, and that
has created garden cultures. Their philosophy varied time to time, and in fact, some made
gardens not just only for their enjoyment but also for relieving farmers who were suffering from
famine. And other made them for passing on garden techniques and their garden philosophy to
next generations. The philosophy, which includes Sublime mentality and keen sensitivity,
acquired by unifying nature and people themselves, made these sophisticated Japanese garden
and its cultures happened.
The Core of Japanese Garden

The essential core of Japanese garden exists neither in style nor form of gardens.
Instead, that shall be in a relationship between gardens and people. This will be easily
understood once you think about how gardens come into existence. Thus, it cannot be realized
without people who connect to gardens. In this sense, Japanese gardens should exist with
people, ideally, who enjoy watching, talking, learning, and growing as places filled with
vividness and passion. Why don’t we re-think about Japanese garden as a way of connecting
nature and people?
Staring at /ife
At time, very often as professionals, we must cut trees

and it is an unavoidable consequence of our profession.
Even time I do, I feel my heart has been sting. I am unable to be
patient about this part of my job, but I must go on.
What you see in the picture is a memorial for plants which have

died. This is the memorial for all life which rise up from the

earth. The tree in the center is Castanopsis seiboldii, which 1
was occasionally asked to cut by the customer. The stones are naturally paved, and I was also
occasionally asked to dispose of them. Both the tree and paved stones 1 brought into this space
made this garden. A garden as a natural space is very close to a human heart and human space.
The logics of life are the source, and the space of garden which grow life. If you would show
our love to the garden, life will rise up in your heart within a week.

Finally, let’s stare a life; let’s get to the essence of all life without labels. The existence of life of
plants is deeply connected to our heart. If we/ human beings /are not going to take a look, we

will never get in touch with its invisible beating. This is what a Japanese Garden can show us.
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MERDOHD  Staring at life
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