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The site of Ryokusuiso Garden is located on a knoll from which one can see the Yahata embankment to the southeast. The site also
includes an area called Okuzashiki of Sado, (back rooms of Sado). To the south, the beautiful scenery of the Sado mountain range can
be viewed. During the process of making the garden, discussions focused on how to make a unique type of garden which the public
can also utilize as an open air garden. The garden is composed of three areas: a front garden, a main garden and a small garden. The
front garden, located between a public road and a bamboo hedge, creates an atmosphere worthy of dignity by using the enormous
trees Machilus thunbergii and Torreya nucifera, both native to Sado island. Emphasis on creating the front garden was on open scen-
ery. This was achieved by not using middle-height plants, but instead by the use of the high height trees Machilus thunbergii and
Torreya nucifera and the low ground cover plants Liriopi muscari and Hosta cultivars. The main garden is divided into three: a natural
garden, a lawn garden and a private garden. The natural garden has a decorative design of a deep forest landscape. The natural garden
is completely occupied with deciduous trees creating a nice dappled shade underneath. Originally the ground was flat, thus excavation
was needed to make a stream. The stream plays a very important role, along with the deciduous plants, in making a natural, refreshing
garden even in the hot baking sun. The land heaped up near the stream was used to make hills to surround the stream. Large river
stones were placed on both sides of the stream and small rounded stones were placed at the bottom of the stream as if the stones natu-
rally moved quietly or smoothly to their present location. The lawn garden is a space that can be used for multi purposes: parties, gath-
erings, or simply viewing the lovely lakefront scenery. The private garden located at the lower level at the back of the property is
encircled by trees for people to relax and enjoy solitude. Also, planting beds are placed in the private garden for people to enjoy the
change of seasons. The small garden located on the west side of the building is also designed based on natural landscapes surrounding
the site. It was our belief to let plants grow naturally, allowing the integrity of the garden to remain. This tenet of allowing the plants
to grow naturally is based on our philosophy that maintaining wild flowers naturally can be made to make the space look beautiful and
encourage our minds to appreciate nature deeply.
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